St. Bernard Racial Articles 

Housing Watchdogs Call Post-Katrina Ordinance ‘Racist’

by Michelle Chen 

The New Standard 

Oct. 6, 2006 – Outraged by a controversial local ordinance, civil-rights activists say that although Hurricane Katrina wiped out just about everything in Louisiana’s St. Bernard Parish, a legacy of segregation clings stubbornly to the community’s racial landscape. 

Bottom of Form

In a 5–2 vote last month, the St. Bernard Parish Council passed an ordinance that would restrict owners of single-family residences from entering into rental arrangements with anyone except "blood relatives." Renting such dwellings to anyone else would require special approval by the Council. Owners and occupants who violate the ordinance would be subject to fines and civil penalties.

Citing a need to "maintain the integrity and stability of established neighborhoods as centers of family values and activities," the ordinance essentially applies to the potentially thousands of homeowners who left the parish after Katrina and may wish to rent out their otherwise-empty houses.

But fair-housing activists say the rules would instead maintain longstanding patterns of inequality. Since the affected properties have historically been virtually all white-owned, critics predict the blood-relative restriction will drastically reduce access to housing for people of color.

On Tuesday, the Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center sued the parish in US district court, demanding that it rescind the ordinance. The group cited federal Fair Housing Act protections that bar housing ordinances that discriminate based on race, color, national origin, religion, gender, disability or familial composition.

Census data indicate that before the hurricane, whites controlled nearly 93 percent of St. Bernard’s owner-occupied housing units. The ordinance, the lawsuit contends, ensures that in most cases, these properties could be rented only to other whites. 

James Perry, executive director of the Fair Housing Action Center, said it is unclear whether the Council was intentionally targeting certain groups with the restrictions. But under the Fair Housing Act, the parish can be held liable if its actions result in a discriminatory impact, even inadvertently. 

At the same time, Perry also found the rhetoric about maintaining the community’s "integrity" troubling. "There is some question about what that means," he said, "whether or not that’s code for ‘We want to keep other races out of the community.’"

In interviews with The NewStandard, three council members insisted that the ordinance was not driven by racial bias. 

Council member Ricky Melerine said the rental restrictions would help restore homeowner neighborhoods and encourage re-occupancy by families that would "stay long term." In his view, the parish should aim to encourage strong ties to the community. 

"We don’t want to change the aesthetics of a neighborhood," he said. 

Council member Craig Taffaro Jr., who introduced the legislation, commented, "We didn’t restrict who lives in St. Bernard Parish before the storm, and we’re not restricting who lives in St. Bernard Parish after the storm." The ordinance, he said, would prevent real-estate developers from disrupting the traditional character of homeowner communities by transforming them into "large tracts of rental properties."

He added that the blood-relative requirement was created as an exception to what would have been a more restrictive policy: the parish originally sought a total ban on turning single-family homes into rentals, but then decided to accommodate residents who wanted to provide housing assistance to family members. 

Since the law does not explicitly refer to race, Taffaro argued, "this ordinance restricts white people and non-white people the same." 

But Shanna Smith, president of the Washington, DC-based National Fair Housing Alliance, countered: "Just because you say, ‘We’re going to treat everybody equally with a rule,’ doesn’t mean it doesn’t violate the Fair Housing Act. It’s intentional discrimination. These members of the Council know what the racial composition of their community is."

Smith added that the ordinance would not just discriminate against blacks and Latinos. People of a different religion, national origin or other protected categories could also be considered victims of housing discrimination as long as they were broadly denied housing under the blood-relative restriction, she said.

Lynn Dean, a 70-year resident of St. Bernard and one of two council members who voted against the ordinance, criticized the restrictions as an outgrowth of institutional racism embedded in the parish, which has historically stayed overwhelmingly white in stark contrast to its mostly-black neighbor New Orleans. He alleged that the Council’s goal was "to block the blacks from living in these areas."

"Only we’re doing it in a quiet manner," Dean continued, "so you can’t really say this… is what’s happening. But I’ve watched it for years, and I know what they’ve been trying to do."

The other dissenting Council member, Mark Madary, said he opposed the ordinance as an "unconstitutional" intrusion on homeowners’ private-property rights. But he stressed he did not believe the Council’s decision was tied to race.

However, Madary said that some constituents have strongly criticized his vote, and that racial bias might be coloring the community’s views on the ordinance. A shift toward greater integration, he said, "could be a fear of some residents, and that may be what drives them." 

While the ordinance covers only single-family homes and exempts units already rented before the law’s adoption, opponents say the restrictions fold into a confluence of systemic housing barriers.

According to federal estimates, about 81 percent of St. Bernard’s homes were damaged in the 2005 hurricane season, including 97 percent of rentals – more overall damage than Orleans Parish had. 

The parish government has further tightened housing availability in the name of regulating the recovery process. Alongside the blood-relative ordinance for single-family rentals, the Council has also imposed a year-long moratorium on the redevelopment of multiple-family housing, which prohibits renovation without strict screening and pre-approval by the Council itself.

Critics say people of color are especially threatened by the rental-housing crisis: according to census data nearly one in two black households and one in three Latino households in St. Bernard were renters before the storm, compared to nearly one in four white households. 

As it moves to restrain rental occupancy, the parish is also looking to raze and overhaul the parish’s majority-black, low-income enclave – the neighborhood of Village Square. Possible redevelopment plans that the Council is considering include converting some areas into "green space" for flood mitigation, and establishing "lower density" housing that would limit the residential population. 

The neighborhood was a center of discrimination controversy even before Katrina hit. In March 2005, local property owners and managers settled a housing-discrimination suit with the Justice Department for $170,000, amid charges of systematically "steering" black residents into Village Square and deterring them from white neighborhoods.

To fair-housing advocates, St. Bernard’s housing regulations reflect widespread trends of discrimination in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. In a study of rental markets in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee and Texas, the National Fair Housing Alliance found that in test cases of hurricane survivors seeking rental housing, whites were favored over blacks about two-thirds of the time. Landlords also frequently provided unequal terms and prices to black and white prospective renters. 

Previous government research on discrimination in metropolitan rental-markets nationwide showed that whites received preferential treatment about 20 percent of the time. 

St. Bernard Parish has not yet formally responded to the Fair Housing Action Center’s lawsuit, but in a September 20 press release, the council members who voted for the ordinance said they were prepared to defend it in court.

Perry said that beyond just challenging the ordinance itself, his group hopes to pressure officials to enact reforms that promote housing diversity and help mitigate the damage wrought by past segregation. "St. Bernard Parish wasn’t integrated before the storm," he said. "Now is one of these few opportunities to create integrated communities where they didn’t exist before."

__________________________________
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EDITORIAL: Let decency prevail

A majority of St. Bernard Parish Council members seem to have finally realized that defending a discriminatory law is not only unjustifiable, but also a waste of time and taxpayers money. 

The council this week signaled its unanimous intent to remove from a housing ordinance language prohibiting home rentals to anybody but blood relatives of the owner. Council members should not have needed more than two months of controversy and a federal lawsuit to grasp that the rule, approved in September, would have a discriminatory effect in the overwhelmingly white parish.

Now they have scheduled a final vote to remove the restriction for Dec. 19, and council members should not wait any longer to rid the parish of this bizarre and likely illegal law.

Supporters of the measure have held on to it for too long.

The Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center warned the council about the provision's pernicious effects and asked it to rescind the ordinance. When that didn't happen, the group filed a lawsuit in federal court in October arguing that the law discriminates against African-Americans and other minorities.

Parish Councilmen Lynn Dean and Mark Madary sought to repeal the ordinance, but none of their colleagues would go along. Mr. Dean even called it a "terrible" restriction that he said was approved to keep black people from renting in the parish.

When District Attorney John F. "Jack" Rowley recused his office from representing the council in the federal suit, a majority of council members voted to hire a private attorney, dumping taxpayers dollars into a legal battle they could hardly expect to win.

Councilman Craig Taffaro, the law's architect, and the four other council members who voted to create the law have strongly denied that they sought to discriminate. Instead, they said their goal was to encourage homeownership to retain the parish's strong sense of community.

Almost three-fourths of St. Bernard homes were occupied by their owners before Hurricane Katrina and striving to replicate that as the parish rebuilds is a worthy objective. But there are better ways to reach such a goal. Parish officials, for example, have been working to revamp the parish's housing authority and help owners of devastated homes rebuild.

Even if the council removes the blood-relative restriction, the housing ordinance would still require council approval for homeowners to rent their homes, an infringement on property rights that's also likely to be challenged in court.

Regardless of the council's original intent, this ordinance made it almost impossible for minorities to rent in St. Bernard, and its passage sent a message that they were not welcome. That is unacceptable. Striking this prohibition is the only decent option left.

_______________________
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Council amends rental law; 
St. Bernard removes blood-relative clause

By Karen Turni Bazile, St. Bernard/Plaquemines bureau

The St. Bernard Parish Council tweaked a controversial rental law that detractors said was racially discriminatory, but it sidestepped a request to throw out the whole law.

After a brief public hearing, the council Tuesday voted 5-1 to remove the clause in the law that forbids the owners of single-family homes to rent to anyone not a blood relative without the government's permission, unless the property was rented before Katrina. 

Under the amended law approved Tuesday, the council must approve all such rentals. In passing the rental ordinance with the blood relative clause in September, council members said they wanted to protect home values in the parish by maintaining neighborhoods with mostly owner-occupied houses.

The Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center challenged the law, asking a federal judge to overturn it. The group said the ordinance discriminates against nonwhite renters because the parish's prestorm population was about 93 percent white.

The amended law passed Tuesday with the support of council members Mark Madary, Judy Hoffmeister, Kenny Henderson, Joey DiFatta and Craig Taffaro. Although he voted in favor of the changes at the last meeting, Lynn Dean voted against the amended law Tuesday because he said it was unconstitutional. Councilman Tony "Ricky" Melerine was absent.

Besides voting for the amended version of the rental law because he said it "was a step in the right direction," Madary unsuccessfully tried to kill the entire rental ordinance. Discussion was brief, and only Dean voted with Madary on that proposal.

The fair housing center's suit said the law in its original form would virtually exclude nonwhite people from renting in the parish. James Perry, executive director of the Fair Housing Action Center, couldn't be reached for comment Tuesday. The parish has not enforced the ordinance and agreed not to enforce it until some of the legal questions are answered.

Proponents said the changes were meant to show the parish's intent was not to discriminate but to protect property values by maintaining owner-occupied neighborhoods.

Bill Schmidt, a 45-year resident of Pecan Drive in Chalmette who is living in his renovated home, said he doesn't want people using houses for rentals in his longtime owner-occupied neighborhood because there are plenty of rental properties available.

"There is no pressing need for rental property," said Schmidt, who spoke at a hearing before the council's vote. "I hope we don't hear this baloney about it being about race: The house next to me is for sale. I don't care who you are. You can be from the planet Mars. You can come buy it because I know you will take care of it because it will be your property."

Another speaker, David C. Jarrell of Meraux, said he disagreed with the measure on several points.

Jarrell said he wants to rent the house he owns on Legend Drive, but the rental law creates too many barriers.

"It's another roadblock to recovery," Jarrell said of the review process that requires people to go before the parish's Planning Commission and council for approval.

. . . . . . .
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RACIAL SLUR IS USED IN MEETING;
REMARK DISMAYS COUNCIL MEMBERS

By KAREN TURNI St. Bernard/Plaquemines bureau

For the second time in less than a month, St. Bernard Parish Council member
Henry "Junior" Rodriguez used a racial slur during a public meeting.

In both incidents, Rodriguez used the word "nigger."

On Thursday, apparently referring to Black Bay, Rodriguez talked of "nigger
lake." On Aug. 14, upset about costly federal mandates on the parish, Rodriguez
said, "It kind of smells like they've got a little nigger in the woodpile."

Council members and government administrators, all of whom are white, said
nothing to Rodriguez at Thursday's meeting, but said later they were dismayed by
his language. Council Vice Chairman Danny Dysart, who chaired the committee
meeting Thursday, called Rodriguez's language "totally inappropriate."

Dysart said he didn't chastise Rodriguez at the meeting because he didn't
want to cause any more discomfort for council secretary Lenoa Duplessis, who is
black.

"I talked to (Duplessis after the meeting) and apologized to her on behalf of
all the council members there," he said.

Duplessis declined comment on the incident.

Rodriguez, a police juror since 1976 and a second-term councilman for the
eastern part of the parish, has a history of publicly slinging racial and ethnic
slurs. He has been criticized for referring to two former parish administrators
as "the New York Jew" and "the little Jew."

"It's gotten to a point where it can't occur anymore," Dysart said. "If it
does, he's going to have to face any consequences we put on him, even if it's
removing him from the meeting."

Thursday's incident occurred during an executive-finance committee meeting,
attended by council members Dysart, Rodriguez, Clay Cosse, Craig Taffaro, Nita
Hutter and Joey DiFatta, as well as Parish President Charlie Ponstein and
several administrators. The meeting was open to the public, but only government
officials and a reporter attended.

The earlier incident occurred at another executive-finance committee meeting
with five council members and some administrators in attendance. Again, a
reporter was the only member of the public to attend.

Neither meeting was televised, but Rodriguez's use of racial slurs was
recorded on audio tapes of both meetings.

On Thursday, while speaking about possibly extending the Florissant levee to
protect Reggio, Rodriguez was explaining that water comes over the highway when
there is a southeast wind.

"It has to come from . . . from . . . uh . . . ain't no blacks in here . . .
nigger lake. . . . That's the only name I know for the lake," Rodriguez said.
Rodriguez later said he was referring to Black Bay, which he said is still
called "Nigger Lake" on old maps.

On Aug. 14, during another discussion about the Florissant levee, Rodriguez
was bemoaning costly projects the federal government is requiring of the parish
to mitigate wetlands loss.

"It kind of smells like they've got a little nigger in the woodpile,"
Rodriguez said.

Before he could proceed, DiFatta and Taffaro choked out nervous laughs and
Taffaro asked, "Is that a quote, Mr. Rodriguez?"

Rodriguez said, "I tell you. It's either a nigger or the Jew in the woodpile.
. . . It's the Jew word that gets me in trouble. Then the people at the paper
(The Times-Picayune) want to cut my ass."

Shortly after that, Rodriguez left the Aug. 14 meeting, pausing in the
doorway to make an obscene hand gesture at parish administrators.

When questioned about his actions after Thursday's meeting, Rodriguez said,
"I didn't mean to hurt anyone's feelings" about the Black Bay comment.

Although he said the woodpile comment was "a bad slur," he said "it just came
off the top of my head."

"I didn't do it on purpose. That's my way of talking," Rodriguez said. "That
's just me. I don't really give a s-- what's appropriate for a councilman. . . .
If they have a problem, have them come talk to me."

Dysart said he and others have told Rodriguez to curb his language and
behavior in the past.

"Historically, he's not one to take chastising well," Dysart said. "We've
just got to make sure it doesn't take place again - not just that, but any
language that makes people feel uncomfortable or is inappropriate."
___________________________________________________________________
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SPEAK UP AGAINST SLURS

St. Bernard Parish Council member Henry "Junior" Rodriguez shrugs off his use
of racial slurs. That's just my way of talking, he says.

His implication: It's no big deal.

He's wrong. It is a very big deal.

Mr. Rodriguez twice in less than a month in public meetings has used the word
"nigger." He made his latest despicable show of bigotry Thursday at a council
committee meeting, referring to Black Bay as "Nigger Lake." His excuse was that
he didn't know what else to call it. How about by its name?

Other council members said afterward that they were dismayed, and Council
Vice Chairman Danny Dysart called his language "totally inappropriate."

Unfortunately, they kept those views to themselves during the meeting. Quiet
disapproval of Mr. Rodriguez's shameful racist comments by council members isn't
nearly enough.

If they sincerely want to put a stop to his offensive language, they need to
speak up as a group and in an official way. They have the power to censure
inappropriate behavior, and Mr. Rodriguez's behavior certainly fits that
description.

Getting a formal rebuke from the council would put him on notice that his
racist language won't be tolerated. It also would assure parish residents that
their elected leaders don't sanction bigotry.

Mr. Dysart, who was chairing the meeting Thursday, said he didn't rebuke Mr.
Rodriguez then because he didn't want to further embarrass council secretary
Lenoa Duplessis, who is black.

That excuse is hollow. What can be more hurtful than having to endure a
racial slur and having no one defend you?

It would have been simple enough for Mr. Dysart to tell Mr. Rodriguez right
then that his language was offensive and to apologize on behalf of the council.
It makes no difference that there were no residents attending the meeting; Ms.
Duplessis needed to hear that her feelings mattered.

Mr. Dysart did offer a private apology afterward to Ms. Duplessis, who was
the only black person at the meeting. But she isn't the only one who is owed
one. The people of St. Bernard Parish, black and white, need to hear their
elected officials say they revile such language.

If this had been an unexpected occurrence, the council's lack of response
might be more defensible. It wasn't, however.

At a committee meeting Aug. 14, Mr. Rodriguez made a similar comment. While
expressing his unhappiness with costly federal requirements for wetland
protection, he said it seemed like "they've got a little nigger in the woodpile.
" That nasty comment was met with nervous laughs from the council.

This situation is nothing to laugh at. Mr. Rodriguez has a history of
peppering his speech with racial and ethnic slurs. For example, he has referred
to two former parish administrators as "the New York Jew" and "the little Jew."

Despite criticism for those comments, he is clearly unrepentant. He made a
snide reference to the Jewish slurs in making the woodpile comment last month.

No one but Mr. Rodriguez can control his private conversations, and we see no
evidence that he is interested in changing his behavior.

But he is supposed to be a public servant. He is supposed to represent every
citizen in St. Bernard Parish, black or white, Jewish or Christian, or anyone
else. They are all owed respect from him.

If he can't figure that out on his own, the Parish Council should make it
clear to him. His boorish behavior has been allowed to go on too long already.



_______________________________________________________________________  

Times-Picayune (New Orleans, LA)

November 14, 1995 Tuesday

CANDIDATE LINKED TO WHITE SUPREMACIST GROUP;
DUKE SUPPORTING WARNER IN RUNOFF

By JOANNA WEISS and KAREN TURNI St. Bernard/Plaquemines bureau

Debra Coleman Warner, a candidate in a tight race for the St. Bernard Parish
Council, was an officer of the New Christian Crusade Church, a white supremacist
group known for promoting racist and anti-Semitic views, and still lives in a
tax-exempt home owned by the church, records and documents show.

Warner, who won 45 percent of the vote, faces a runoff for an at-large seat
against District B Councilman Clay Cosse. In 1993, Warner listed herself as
secretary of the New Christian Crusade Church, which believes "Adam is the
father of the white race only" and that Jews are "the natural enemy" of white
people.

She is the ex-wife of James K. Warner, a well-known white supremacist and a
former officer of the American Nazi Party who heads the church. James Warner
also is a longtime ally of David Duke, the former Klansman and state
representative who lost a runoff to Gov. Edwards in 1991. Duke appeared with
Debra Coleman Warner at a District 1 State Senate campaign forum Monday in St.
Bernard.

Later that afternoon, Duke dropped Warner, her ex-husband and two political
supporters at the Warners' Chalmette home.

"I hope I can do the same thing for her that I did for Mike Foster," Duke
said before driving off.

Duke endorsed Foster in September, when Foster trailed badly in polls. Duke
has credited himself for the surge that placed Foster in Saturday's runoff.
Foster has said he does not share Duke's racial views.

While Warner says she divorced her husband 11 years ago partly because she
does not share his political views, she continues to live with him in a
church-owned home in Chalmette's Buccaneer Villa South subdivision.

On Monday, Warner said she and her ex-husband are not a couple. The
arrangement simply gives her a rent-free home while she completes a master's
degree in political science at the University of New Orleans, she said.

"He's still a dad to my son," she said. "If he hadn't offered to let me stay
in this house . . . I could have never continued my education."

She denied any involvement in the white supremacist organizations James
Warner runs out of their house. "I am not a racist," she said. "I do not share
his views in any way."

While Warner has publicly distanced herself from her ex-husband's views
during the campaign, as recently as 1993 she served on the board of directors of
the New Christian Crusade Church, and James Warner held an office in his ex-wife’s travel business.

Documents also show both Warners were founding members in 1977 of a group
closely tied to the church, the Christian Defense League, also known by watchdog
groups for disseminating virulent hate material.

James Warner heads the New Christian Crusade Church that owns the home.
Because the home is classified as a church, it is exempt from property taxes.
It was purchased by the church for $116,000 in 1985, according to court records.

State documents show that James Warner is an officer of the Christian Defense
League and the New Christian Crusade Church. According to the Anti-Defamation
League, a national watchdog group, the league and church espouse the teachings
of the white supremacist Identity Christian Church movement, which began in
Louisiana in the 1930s.

Identity's core teaching is that Jews are the embodiment of evil and that
their central plan is to destroy Western Christian civilization by race mixing,
economic manipulations, control of the news media and domination of political
offices, according to a 1991 report in The Chicago Tribune.

According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Identity church classifies
non-black people of color - such as Latin Americans, American Indians and Asians
- as "mud people" who exist on the same spiritual level as animals.  Black
people, the church teaches, are subhuman.

James Warner is well-known to watchdog groups nationwide. A one-time
lieutenant in Duke's political campaigns, he is considered "one of the most
virulently gutter-level anti-Semites of the present generation. He's been
associated with virtually every hardcore Nazi group of the past 30 years," said
Daniel Levitas, a national expert on right-wing hate groups.

James Warner's relationship with Duke dates back to their days in the Ku Klux
Klan, when Warner rose to Grand Dragon, a high-ranking officer.

Duke is listed as a witness on the Warners' 1977 marriage certificate.

The Warners have maintained other ties besides sharing a home.

When the New Christian Crusade Church bought property on Judge Perez Drive in
1991, Warner signed a document on behalf of the church's board of directors,
listing herself as its secretary. James Warner is the church's director,
according to documents filed with the secretary of state's office.

On secretary of state's records from 1993, James Warner is listed as a
director of Warner's travel business, Seminars at Sea Inc.

When the Warners were married, Warner worked for her husband's causes,
records and letters show. Anti-Defamation League documents refer to a 1978
letter on New Christian Crusade Church letterhead, signed by James K. Warner,
saying Debra Coleman Warner attended the 1977 International Women's Year
Conference in Houston.

"My wife Debra was able to obtain a press pass and because of this was able
to infiltrate a number of left-wing groups," the letter reads, according to the
ADL. "Needless to say, the Christian Defense League was the only organization to
actively oppose the IWY (International Women's Year) reds."

Warner said she did not recall whether she attended the conference on the
Christian Defense League's behalf. She said she opposed the fact that the
conference received tax money but did not represent all women's views.

Debra Coleman Warner's name also is listed on the letterhead of 1978
Christian Defense League letters, urging television stations not to air a
nine-hour movie on the Holocaust. One letter refers to the movie as "outright
ZIONIST propaganda," and urges affiliate stations to ignore the requests of "the
Zionists running NBC."

A 1978 Baton Rouge Morning Advocate article reports that "Deborah Warner," a
spokeswoman for the CDL, said her group wanted three hours of prime-time
television "to present their version of what happened to Jews in Europe during
the period just before and during World War II."

Another Morning Advocate article lists "Debra Warner" among CDL members who
opposed the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board's use of a study guide in
connection with the movie. CDL members, the Advocate reports, wanted students to
see material including "The Hoax of the Twentieth Century" and "The Six Million
Swindle."

Warner denied promoting the Holocaust revisionist teachings, but said she was
protesting because schools were teaching history based on a fictional movie.
"Let's keep history that's fact," she said.

Besides, she said, "I don't think we should constantly be reflecting on
things in the past."

Warner said she is "indifferent" to Jewish people. When asked whether she
believed the Holocaust happened, she asked, "How is that relevant?"

Warner said she was involved in the Christian Defense League early in her
marriage because she supported "traditional Christian values," such as "trying
to get prayer back in the schools."

"I detest Nazis," Warner said. "I would never be in with the Nazis."

Since her divorce, Warner has remained politically active. In the late 1980s
and early '90s, she wrote letters to The Times-Picayune protesting the U.S.
alliance with Israel.

Warner blamed criticism of her background and her ex-husband's politics on
the ADL, which she said attacks people who oppose sending money to Israel.
"Anyone who is in any way critical to the state of Israel gets this treatment in
the press," she said.

Warner has won the support of many members of the St. Bernard political
establishment. A campaign flier for incumbent Parish Councilman Henry "Junior"
Rodriguez includes a plea to vote for Warner.

And St. Bernard Sheriff Jack Stephens wrote a letter of endorsement for
Warner, saying she "has the education, experience and ability to move our Parish
forward."

Rodriguez and Stephens said they didn't know of Warner's past but said it
doesn't matter.

"Everybody has their beliefs and it doesn't bother me," Rodriguez said.  "The
future is more important than anybody's past. I think she's articulate and I
think she's open-minded."

Stephens said he had heard rumors that James Warner "had some ties to the
KKK," but didn't know any more about him or about Debra Coleman Warner's
connection to him.

"If she had that kind of pedigree, it may have affected" his endorsement,
Stephens said. "It's difficult for me to blame her for the actions of her
husband."

But New Orleans civil rights lawyer Mary Howell, who attended a human-rights
trip to Israeli-occupied territories in 1988, said she has questioned how Warner
can truly say she's distanced herself from her ex-husband.

"If that is the case, why are you still living with him and why would you
continue to accept financial support from him if his source of income is the
sale of Nazi literature?" Howell said.


________________________________________________________________________
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DAIQUIRI SHOP TAKES DOWN SIGNS WITH RACIAL SLUR

By DAN DE LEO St. Bernard/Plaquemines bureau

A Chalmette daiquiri shop has removed two signs advertising a drink with a
racially offensive name after receiving inquiries.

A Chalmette man pulled up last week to the drive-through window at Daiquiri's
Scandal, 201 W. Judge Perez Drive, and noticed a drink called "Dead Nigger" on a
sign listing an assortment of "shooters" - shot-size drinks served in test
tubes. A similar sign was inside the bar.

"I looked at the sign . . . and I was just floored," said the man, who is
white and asked that his name not be used. "So I asked the guy at the window,
'What's a Dead Nigger?' and he sort of snickered, 'A good nigger.'

"I have black friends and work with black people, and I would have been
mortified had I been with one of them. That's just way over the line if you ask
me. It bothered me all night."

The man called a reporter, who made inquiries at the bar. The outdoor sign
was removed before the reporter arrived; the cash register sign was removed soon
after.

The bar's co-owner, Suhail F. Amari, said he is not involved in the bar's
day-to-day operations and did not know the signs had been up.

"I have no idea about it," said Amari, who said he is of "Mediterranean"
descent. "I have to investigate and see what the deal is.  It is an offensive
name."

The shooter, a mix of Jagermeister and Everclear, a 190-proof grain alcohol,
was advertised on an engraved plaque at the drive-through window and on a
similar sign secured to the cash register inside the bar.

Manager Richy Amari, a relative of Suhail Amari, contended that the drink's
name has never caused any problems.

"Black people come in and buy it all the time and they are not offended by
it," Amari said.

But the Rev. John Bailey Jr., a community leader who is black and has been
active in pushing for tougher loitering laws in St. Bernard Parish, said, "For
Daiquiri's Scandal to have this on their menu is ridiculous. It's a form of
racism.

"If I had a child, I wouldn't want my child to go anyplace and read 'Dead 
Nigger,' " said Bailey, pastor of the Corinne Missionary Baptist Church in
Violet. "It's an insult. You grew up with people calling you 'nigger' and 'black
boy,' and it's disrespectful."

-----------------------------------------------------------

St. Bernard chief gets Sierra award

Rodriguez cited for effort to shut MR-GO 

Thursday, April 19, 2007 

New Orleans Times-Picayune, St. Bernard bureau

St. Bernard Parish President Henry "Junior" Rodriguez has won a state Sierra Club award for his efforts to have the federal government close the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet, the Sierra Club announced. Rodriguez will be presented with the "Wood Duck Award for Legislative Leadership" by the Sierra Club's Delta Chapter during a banquet Saturday in Baton Rouge, the environmental group and St. Bernard Parish government said in news releases Wednesday. The Delta Chapter covers the entire state and has 3,000 members, said Leslie March, Delta Chapter chair. 

St. Bernard Parish officials and residents, as well as some scientists, have blamed the MR-GO for much of the flooding that devastated St. Bernard Parish, the Lower 9th Ward and eastern New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. 

In a new release on St. Bernard Parish government's Web site, www.sbpg.net, Rodriguez said he thinks the award will help spotlight the problems caused by the MR-GO, which he blamed for the destruction of local wetlands that years ago helped absorb the brunt of hurricanes. 

Even before the hurricane Rodriguez and other St. Bernard Parish officials had called for the shipping channel to be closed. 

In the parish's news release, Aaron Viles, secretary for the Delta Chapter's executive committee of New Orleans, said the channel "is a cancer on our coast and Junior has been a consistent, effective proponent of its closure and restoration of the wetlands to keep people safe. We're seen Junior in action and know that similar to Hurricane Katrina he is a force of nature on this." 

PAGE  
16

